
Last year’s block party was a big success.  Now, 
we’re combining two great events.  Join us for the 
combined Annual Meeting and Block Party!  The 
date is Saturday, Sept. 6.  Andrew & Karen Visser 
of 5 Oak Ridge Drive have agreed to host the event 
at their lovely home.   

The Annual Meeting will begin at 
11:00.  The meeting is a forum for 
you to learn what is happening at 
the lake, state of our Treasury and 
to have a say in the future direction 
of the Prindle Lake Association.  The 
Board of Directors, Secretary and 
Treasurer will be elected at this 
meeting.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend, but you must be a paid 
member of the PLA to be eligible to 
vote.   

The by-laws of the Association govern the composi-
tion of the Board of Directors.  To insure broad rep-
resentation, they allow for three Directors from Oak 
Ridge Drive, three from Pumpkin Lane and three to 
five additional directors at-large, as well as a Secre-
tary and a Treasurer.  The President is elected by 
the Directors at the first meeting following the An-
nual Meeting.   

At the conclusion of the meeting, the Block Party 

begins.  All families living in the Prindle Lake area 
are invited.  It’s a great opportunity to meet your 
neighbors and socialize.  The Prindle Lake Associa-
tion will provide soft drinks, condiments, paper 
goods and rolls for hamburgers and hot dogs.  
Please bring hamburgers, hot dogs, etc for your 

family and a side dish or dessert to 
share with everyone.  A gas grill will 
be available.  Swimming, good food 
and great company guarantee an en-
joyable day.   

Exercise your right to vote and join us 
on Sept. 6 for the combined Annual 
Meeting and Block Party.  Last year’s 
party was a big success so don’t miss 
out.    

Let’s hope for good weather but in the 
event of rain, the meeting will be moved to the 
Grange Hall on Main Street in Charlton.  Signs post-
ed at the beginning of Pumpkin Lane and Oak Ridge 
Drive will be updated if the meeting location chang-
es.    

Hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

The Prindle Lake Association needs more partici-
pation by our members.  There have been several 
newspaper articles on weed infestation at various 
lakes.  In many cases, the lake associations had 
withered due to lack of interest and active partici-
pation by members.  They are now faced with 
major expense and permitting costs that could 
have been avoided if an active weed management 
program was maintained.   

Don’t let this happen to Prindle Lake.  At the An-
nual Meeting, there will be vacancies for Secretary 
and Directors.  The term is one year beginning at 

the Annual Meeting.  Please contact any of the Di-
rectors to express your interest or come to the 
meeting on Sept. 6 and become part of making a 
difference for Prindle Lake.  Serving on the Board 
does not take a lot of time.  The Directors meet 
about 6-8 times a year. It presents a great oppor-
tunity to serve a good cause and has the added 
benefits of getting to know your neighbors and pro-
tect your home’s value.       

Prindle Lake Association Annual Meeting & Block Party 

Saturday, Sept. 6, 2008 - 11am 

Summer 2008 

PRINDLE LAKE ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Prindle Lake Fish Tales 

Are you interested?..... 

Seasons of Prindle Lake - Summer 
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Aquatic Control, Inc., accompanied by PLA 
Director, Brad Smith, inspected Prindle Lake 
in July 2008.   

Gerry Smith of Aquatic Control reported that 
the lake condition is good overall.  The plant 
growth observed was minimal and should 
not pose any problem to swimming or other 
recreation. Pond lilies were scattered and do 
not pose an impediment to the use of the 
lake.     

Based on their observations during the in-
spection, no chemical treatment was recom-
mended for 2008.   

Aquatic Control did advise lake residents to 
be cognizant of any algae bloom.  If one is 
noted, a copper sulfate treatment may be 
warranted.   

 

Prindle Lake Inspection 

A healthy lake has a positive impact on  home values - 
both waterfront and those with a water view.    In their 
newsletter, Aquatic Control Technology reports that non
-native weed or algae infested lakes are less valuable 
than similar properties on a lake with no use impair-
ment.   

In 2007, lakefront property owners on Arrowhead lake 
in Limerick ME actually received a 10-20% reduced as-
sessment of their property values due to invasive 
weeds.   

Your contribution to the Prindle Lake Association is a 
small investment to maintain the value of your home.   

Just like people and animals, lakes and ponds 
also have a life cycle.  The life cycle phases for a 
pond reflect the amount of natural organic ma-
terial in the water.  Ponds and lakes typically 
began as crystal clear bodies of water.  Over 
centuries, naturally occurring sediments and 
erosion results in the water becoming filled in 
with organic materials.  As plants and animals 
live and die, their nutrients are recycled and ad-
ditional organic material enters the lake.  This 
cycle typically takes thousands of years.  The 
variable that increases the aging of a lake are 
the actions of people.  As humans use the lake 
and surrounding land, our activities add addi-
tional nutrients to the water.   

One of the most harmful elements to add to the 
water is phosphorus.  Although a lake needs 
phosphorus, sufficient quantities occur naturally 
in soil and other sediments.  Additional phos-
phorus and other nutrients that enter the water 
through human activities can upset the ecologi-
cal balance of the lake.   

With a little bit of effort, we can all be responsi-
ble stewards and take the extra effort to have a 
positive impact in our small environmental world 
of Prindle Pond. There are a number of actions 
that we can all make to be sure that the right 
type of water is entering the pond, keeping it 
young, healthy and enjoyable for this season 
and every season to come.    

Some suggested activities: 

 Leave as much vegetation on slopes as possible 
to reduce velocity of storm water runoff and filter 

out sediments. 

 Create the largest possible buffer along the shoreline 
(30’ recommended by leaving existing vegetation and 
rocks and planting small shrubs). 

 Develop a winding dirt path to your shore or dock.  
This generates less erosion than a steep paved path. 

 Do not add sand to the beach area.  Introduced sand 
is a major source of sediments and phosphorus. 

 Direct runoff towards wooded areas so sediments, tox-
ins and nutrients can be filtered out.  Water that runs 
directly into the pond is a prime source of phosphorus 
which promotes growth of algae and other plants.   

 Remove dead plant material that washes into shore.   

 Reduce the use of pesticides.  If you must use them, 
do not use prior to or shortly after a storm.  Do not 
discard left over pesticides down drains on in the 
grounds.   

 Wash vehicles away from the pond.  Use phosphate-
free detergents. 

 If you change your oil, do not pour it into the ground.  
Place in a container and take to gas station or other 
place for proper disposal.   

 Use phosphate free laundry and kitchen soaps. 

 Maintain your septic system 

-Excerpted from “Abrams Pond Association” and “The 
Practical Guide to Lake Management in MA” 

Why Invest in PLA? 

               AQUATIC ECOLOGY Seasons of Prindle Lake - Autumn 



       Year in Review 

Brad & Nancy Smith 

Kara & Andy Smith 

Jerzy & Anna Sobota 

Bob & Elinor Stead 

Linda & Stephen Szaban 

Michael & Denise Thomas 

Jeffrey Thompson 

Sheila & Michael Viel 

Andrew & Karen Visser 

Dorota & Janusz Warnajtys 

Barry Williamson 

Dr. Pamela Wilson 

Hadley Zabinski 

Roland & Gina Allain 

Joe Bialy 

David Bidwell 

Fr. Angelos Bishara 

Glenna Brownell 

Ted & Pam Christensen 

Kathleen Murray & Jim Collins 

John & Pat Colognesi 

Scott & Diane Crowe 

Roger & Elizabeth Davis 

Serafino & Ann DeFranco 

Steven & Deborah Denman 

Shannon & Tony Devoe 

Bill & Nancy Duby 

Izabela Pupek & Konrad 
Dzierzynski 
Donald & Laura Guertin 

Steve & Kathy Hair 

Robert & Patricia Harris 

Tammy & Robert Kelly 

Katie Weiderman & Zach-
ary McComas 

Bruce & Nancy McKinstry 

Norma Narus 
Tina & Ronald Niedbala 
Jeff & Marie Palmer 
Tom & Claudette Racine 
Richard & Linda Renzoni 

Frank & Ruth Rogers 

Dr. John Santos 

John & Nancy Sarafian 

Steve & Lisa Sergio 
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A Big “Thank You” to Our 2008 Contributors!  

It’s great fun watching children enjoy the wa-
ter.  To insure everyone’s well being, the Red 
Cross publishes tips to teach children to remind 
them to be safe.  These are good rules for 
adults as well!   

 Swim with a buddy in a safe area - Never 
swim alone or in a dangerous area.   

 Look before you leap - Make sure there are 
no people, rocks or shallow water before 
you jump in.  Always jump in feet first if the 
water is shallow, rocky or you are not sure 
of the depth.   

 Think before you sink - if you become tired 
when swimming, turn over and float on 
your back.  Alternate swimming and float-
ing until you reach shore.  Yell for help.   

 Reach or throw, don’t go - If you see a 
swimmer in distress, always call for help 
first.  After you have called, then throw or 
reach out with a floating object or branch.  
Do not go in the water after the swimmer  

 Don’t just pack it, wear your jacket - Al-
ways wear your life jacket in a boat.  Inex-
perienced swimmers should wear a life 
jacket or flotation device at all times in the 
water.   

 Avoid the dangerous “Too’s” Too tired, Too 
cold, Too much sun, Too far from safety, 
Too much strenuous activity 

 Pay attention to weather conditions - get 
out of the water at the first sign of bad 
weather 

 

The Prindle Lake Association continues its primary mis-
sion of protecting Prindle Lake and its watershed area.  
We continue to partner with  Aquatic Control Technolo-
gy, Inc. of Sutton, MA to maintain a weed manage-
ment/monitoring program which began in 2001.  Dur-
ing these years, the lake has been treated five times 
for bladderwort, milfoil or pond lilies at a total cost in 
excess of $42,000.  Our strategy of alternating lake-
wide treatments and spot treatments has proven suc-
cessful.  We were encouraged by the results of Aquatic 
Control’s inspection showing that no treatment was 
required for 2008.  This provides some financial relief 
to preserve our resources.     

The Association’s year started with a treasury balance 
of $11607 as of 8/1/07.  Payments to Aquatic Control 
since 7/07 totaled $4000. The Association paid $2000 
of this total from our treasury and $2000 in matching 
funds received from the Town of Charlton.  Other ex-
penses included taxes of $405 on land owned by the 
PLA and misc. supplies/postage $268.   

Income received from members and supporters was 
$4800, an increase of $310 from the previous year.  

Interest income was $271 as a result of placing some mon-
ey in a CD.  This leaves the Association with a net balance 
of $13868 as of July, 2008.   

We are appreciative of the past support received from the 
Town of Charlton.  Unfortunately, due to financial cuts, the 
Town has eliminated all budgeted monies for weed control 
for the foreseeable future.           

The current cost for a lake-wide treatment is roughly 
$13,000 which represents about 3 years of collections at 
current rates.   

Our spring Informational brochure in the Spring and the 
annual “Fish Tales” newsletter continue to be published so 
we can share information on good lake management prac-
tices and the activities of the Prindle Lake Association.  

It’s been another good year to enjoy the peaceful beauty of 
Prindle Lake.  We’re grateful for your support.   

 

 
Water Safety 

Seasons of Prindle Lake  - Spring Rainbow 



Officers and Board of Directors 

Frank Rogers (President)  248-5200 

Glenna Brownell   248-6938 

Serafino Defranco  248-5885 

Bill Duby    434-0092 

Don Guertin (Treasurer)  248-7853 

Jeff Palmer   248-6371 

Lisa Sergio     248-0545 

Brad Smith   248-7281 

Bob Stead   248-5259 

Linda Szaban   248-6215 

Andrew Visser   248-5322 

Pamela Wilson   248-9050 

P.O. Box 386 

Charlton, MA  01507 

PRINDLE LAKE 

ASSOCIATION, INC. 

Web Sites of Interest 
MA Congress of Lakes & Ponds 

http://www.macolap.org/ 
 

Aquatic Control Technology 

http://www.aquaticcontroltech.com 

 

MA Department of Conservation 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/waterSupply/lakepond/

geir.htm 

 

http://www.mass.gov/dcr/waterSupply/lakepond/

publications.htm 
 

North American Lake Management Society 

http://www.nalms.org/ 

 

 

Thank you to all who paid their 2008 dues and contributed 
to the weed control program.   

For those who didn’t join, it’s never too late.  Dues are 
$30.00 annually and we suggest a $70.00 contribution for 
weed control.   

Please send your dues and/or contribution for weed control 
to: 

Prindle Lake Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 386 
Charlton, MA  01507 

Or bring with you to the Annual Meeting. 
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Be kind to the environment.  
Please don’t litter, and take a 
moment to clean up after those 
who unfortunately do.   Let’s 
keep the Prindle Lake area 
beautiful.   

Did you know…… 

The MA Department of Conservation 
has some excellent resources on their 
web site.  Some of the free download 
brochures that offer great practical tips 
for living on the lake are “The Massa-
chusetts Lake Guide”, “The Practical 
Guide to Lake Management in Massa-
chusetts”, and “Invasive Aquatic Spe-
cies Guide”.   Check out their website 
at www:mass.gov/dcr/
watersupplylakepond/publications.htm.   

 

Membership  

Seasons of Prindle Lake - Winter 


